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The Portland Library is 

open! 

Library HOURS for October 
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday  
                          10:00-1:00 & 2:00-6:00 
Wednesday       10:00-1:00 & 2:00-5:00  
 Friday              10:00-2:00  

               Curbside Pickup  
Tuesday, Thursday    until 6:30 
Monday, Wednesday  until 4:00 
Friday                2:00-4:45 
Saturday   9:30-1:30 
 Contactless Curbside Delivery  

by appointment  during the week 
 We deliver your requested items to your 
car. Also, an option if  you  cannot wear a mask! 

Portland Library 
Reopening   

Entry to the Library will be from 
the outside stairs by the Mary 
Flood Room. Please call  
if you need accommodation. 
 
Browse and borrow!  
Brief library visits are encouraged.  
 Please use hand sanitizer on the 

way into the library! 
 Please return items to the Book 

Drop  outside or to a  
container inside the entry.  

 Masks must be worn and social  

distancing  of 6 feet must be 
maintained whenever possible for 
your safety and for the staff. 

 A limited  number of seats are 
available 

 No toys or play room  
 Sign up for computer usage in  

advance!  Computer access is  
 limited to a few computers for 
 brief use. 
 Meeting rooms are not available. 
 Please bring your own water bottle 

& pen/pencil! 
 

 Each area of the library has a  
capacity limit that will be posted.  
If the limit is reached or nearing  
capacity, Patrons may be requested 
to find another location in the 
building until more space is  
available. 

 Stay safe! 

The Portland Library is closed Monday  
October 12th for a holiday! 

Meeting Date & time to be announced 
Portland Forum is a new initiative of Portland  
Library. In par tnership with the Por tland Social 
Justice Coalition, and in support of the Portland  
Solidarity Proclamation to “stand committed to 
peace, justice and freedom for our citizens here in 
Portland and in solidarity with all Americans”  
we will be hosting a series of discussions that focus 
on representing the countless faces of diversity. 
We hope to discover how our learning experiences 
can lead to changes large and small in how injustices 
are addressed in our community and nation.  
Discussions will be centered on either brief reading 
including excerpts of books on combatting racism or 
TED talks or YouTube streams; we may include  
full-length biographies and other works that examine 
and celebrate history, culture, concerns, and/or 
achievements of diverse Americans. We are open to 
inviting presenters as well! Let us know what works 
for you! 
Until further notice, discussions will take place online 
via Zoom. A telephone option will be available.   
Register for the event through Library’s webpage 
or call 860-342-6770. 



Youth Services News and Events 

 
 

Online Storytime  
Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m. 

October 6, 20 
Let’s get together to share stories, songs and other 

fun activities via Zoom. Registration is required for 
each week of this program and space is limited. 
A Zoom link will be provided within 24 hours of 

each program.  

Preschool Science  
Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m. 

October 13, 27 
Join us via Zoom for a program that will introduce 
kids ages 3-5 to the wonders of science. We'll ask 

questions and make predictions as we explore color, 
chemical reactions and more. Registration is  

required for each week of this program and space 
is limited. Supplies can be picked up in advance; 
a Zoom link will be provided within 24 hours of the 

event. 

Nutmeg Club 
Thursdays at 3:30 p.m. 

October 8, 22 

Kids in grades K-4 are invited to 
join us via Zoom every other 

Thursday afternoon as we read one of this year's 
Elementary Nutmeg Book Award  

nominees and then do a related activity.  
Registration is required and space is limited.  

 
Supplies can be picked 
up before the program 

and a Zoom link will be 
provided within 24 hours 

of the event. 
 

 
Family Craft Night:  
Halloween Button 

Bouquets 
Wednesday, October 14th 

at 7:00 p.m. 

via Zoom 
 

Fashion a unique fall or Halloween bouquet out of 
buttons, floral wire, and other assorted decorations 
in this fun family program. This activity has steps 

that are appropriate for all ages, but a  
parent or guardian must be with children to help 
with supervision. Supplies may be picked up in  

advance of the program and a Zoom link for  
instruction will be sent within 24 hours of the event.  

 

Registration is required and space is limited.  

 

Teen Event:  
Day of the Dead Sugar Skulls  

 

Monday, October 19th at 3:30 p.m. 
 

 Dia de los Muertos, or Day of the Dead, is an annual 
Mexican celebration held between October 31 and 

November 2 when people remember and honor  
family and friends who have died. Come learn more 
about this holiday and its traditions while we paint 

our own skull keepsakes on the Town Green. 
Registration is required and space is limited.  

 
In case of inclement  

weather, this program will 
be rescheduled to a later 
date. Call the library to  

register at 860-342-6770 or 
sign up online at 

www.portlandlibraryct.org.  



Youth Services News and Events 

Portland  
Library 

  

Dress up in your Halloween best and join us 
online for a very special Halloween storytime! 

Miss Jenn will share her favorite Halloween 
stories, songs, and 

activities to get you 
in the spirit for  
Halloween fun! 

Craft kits will be 
available for pickup 
before the program 

and a Zoom link will 
be sent within 24 

hours of the event. 
Registration is  

required and space 
is limited.  

Instagram 
@portlandlibraryct 

  

Elementary 
When Stars are Scattered by Victoria Jamieson and                     

                                           Omar Mohamed 
From the Desk of Zoe Washington by Janae Marks 

Other Words for Home by Jasmine Warga  
Restart by Gordon Korman  
Bloom by Kenneth Oppel  

 

YOU’RE  
INVITED TO 

A DRIVE-
THRU 

TRICK OR 
TREAT!  

 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 30  

FROM 4-6PM* 
*Goodie bags given out while supplies last  

 
Enter the library parking lot through Freestone 

Avenue and follow the cones to exit by the  
Waverly Center. Wear your costumes and  
please remain in your vehicle at all times.  

Sponsored by the Portland Library and  
Portland Parks and Recreation 

Jenn and Patty’s Favorite Books of 2020  
 

Looking for a great book? Here are some of our favorite titles that we’ve 
read in 2020 for kids and young adults.  

 
 Picture Books and Early Chapter Books  

You Matter by Christian Robinson  
No More Naps! by Chris Grabenstein 

What About Worms!? by Ryan T. Higgins  
Sulwe by Lupita Nyong'o  

Wild Symphony by Dan Brown  

Teen 
A Good Girl’s Guide to Murder by Holly Jackson 

I’ll Be the One by Lyla Lee 
Jo and Laurie by Margaret Stohl and  

                                      Melissa de la Cruz 
After the Shot Drops by Randy Ribay  

The Truth as Told By Mason Buttle by Leslie Connor 
 



More News... 

         Donations   
            
           Book Donations: 
               Carolyn Freeman books 
               Nancy Sawyer  book 

Mystery Lover’s Book Club  
Tuesday October 20th at 1:00p.m. 

American Spy 
by Lauren Wilkinson  (virtual meeting) 
It’s 1986, the heart of the Cold War, and Marie 
Mitchell is an intelligence officer with the FBI. 
She’s brilliant, but she’s also a young black 
woman working in an old boys’ club. Her career 
has stalled out, she’s overlooked for every  
high-profile squad, and her days are filled with  
monotonous paperwork. So when she’s given 
the opportunity to join a shadowy task force 
aimed at undermining Thomas Sankara, the 
charismatic revolutionary president of Burkina 
Faso whose Communist ideology has made him 
a target for American intervention, she says yes, 
even though a furious part of her suspects she’s  
being offered the job because of her appearance 
and not her talent. 
 

Library Closed:  
The Library will be closed  
Monday October 12th  for a  
holiday. 

Library Meetings: 
Friends of the Library 
Monday October 5th  at 7 p.m. 
via Zoom 
Library Board of Directors:  
Thursday October  22nd at 7 p.m. 
via Zoom 
To Reach the Library 
20 Freestone Avenue 
Portland, CT 06480 
860-342-6770 
www.portlandlibraryct.org 
Library Director 
Janet Nocek  
jnocek@portlandct.org 

Books on Display 
In  October, the Library will have book  
displays of  staff picks, books focused on 
climate change and crafts to work on at 
home! 

Selected Anti-Racist 

Resources 
Eberhardt, Jennifer                      303.385 EBE 
Biased: Uncovering the Prejudice that shapes  
what We See, Think & Do   
. 

 
Anderson, Carol                                    305.8 AND 

White Rage: the Unspoken Truth of our Racial Divide 
 
Diangelo, Robin                                      305.8 DIA 

White Fragility: Why It’s so Hard for White  
People to talk about Racism 
 
 

Dyson, Michael                                       305.8 DYS 
Tears We cannot Stop: a Sermon to White America
  
 

Glaude, Eddie                                         305.8 GLA 
Democracy in Black: how Race Still Enslaves the 
American Soul 
 
Kendi, Ibram                                            305.8 KEN                        
How to be an Antiracist  
 

Kendi,Ibram                                            305.8 KEN 
Stamped from the Beginning: the Definitive History of 
Racist Ideas in America  
 
Dyson, Michael                                       305.896 ASI 
We can’t Breathe: on Black Lives, White Lies  
and the Art of Survival 
 
Lowery, Wesley                                     305.896 LOW 
They can’t Kill us All: Ferguson, Baltimore  
& a New Era in America’s Racial Justice Movement 
 
Meacham, Jon                                               973 MEA 
The Soul of America: the Battle for our Better Angels 
 
Gates, Henry                                        973.0496 GAT 
Stony the Road: Reconstruction, White Supremacy  
& the Rise of Jim Crow 


