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Coates, Ta-Nehisi                        FIC Coates 

The Water Dancer 

Young Hiram Walker was born into bondage. When his mother was sold away, 

Hiram was robbed of all memory of her—but was gifted with a mysterious 

power. Years later, when Hiram almost drowns in a river, that same power saves 

his life. This brush with death births an urgency in Hiram and a daring scheme: 

to escape from the only home he’s ever known. 

 

Gilbert, Elizabeth                       FIC Gilbert 
City of Girls 
A unique love story set in the New York City theater world during the 1940s. 

Told from the perspective of an older woman as she looks back on her youth 

with both pleasure and regret (but mostly pleasure), it explores themes of female 

sexuality and promiscuity, as well as the idiosyncrasies of true love. 

In 1940, nineteen-year-old Vivian Morris has just been kicked out of Vassar 

College, owing to her lackluster freshman-year performance. Her affluent 

parents send her to Manhattan to live with her Aunt Peg, who owns a 

flamboyant, crumbling midtown theater called the Lily Playhouse. There Vivian 

is introduced to an entire cosmos of unconventional and charismatic characters. 

When Vivian makes a personal mistake that results in professional scandal, it 

turns her new world upside down in ways that it will take her years to fully 

understand.  

 

Jenoff, Pam                                           FIC Jenoff 

The Lost Girls of Paris          
In 1946, Grace Healey is rebuilding her life after losing her husband during the 

war. One morning while passing through Grand Central Terminal on her way to 

work, she finds an abandoned suitcase tucked beneath a bench. Unable to resist 

her own curiosity, Grace opens the suitcase, where she discovers a dozen 

photographs—each of a different woman. In a moment of impulse, Grace takes 

the photographs and quickly leaves the station. Grace soon learns that the 

suitcase belonged to a woman named Eleanor Trigg, leader of a ring of female 

secret agents who were deployed out of London during the war. 

 

Kelly, Martha Hall                               FIC Kelly  

Lost Roses   
It is 1914 and the world has been on the brink of war so many times, many New 

Yorkers treat the subject with only passing interest. Eliza Ferriday is thrilled to 

be traveling to St. Petersburg with Sofya Streshnayva, a cousin of the 

Romanov's. The two met years ago one summer in Paris and became close 

confidantes. Now Eliza embarks on the trip of a lifetime, home with Sofya to see 

the splendors of Russia. When Austria declares war on Serbia and Russia's 



Imperial dynasty begins to fall, Eliza escapes back to America, while Sofya and 

her family flee to their country estate. Sequel to Lilac Girls.  

 

Moyes, Jojo                                          FIC Moyes 

The Giver of Stars 

Set in Depression-era America, a breathtaking story of five extraordinary 

women and their remarkable journey through the mountains of Kentucky and 

beyond. Alice Wright marries handsome American Bennett Van Cleve hoping to 

escape her stifling life in England. Small-town Kentucky quickly proves equally 

claustrophobic. When a call goes out for a team of women to deliver books as 

part of Eleanor Roosevelt’s new traveling library, Alice signs on 

enthusiastically. The leader, and soon Alice's greatest ally, is Margery, a smart-

talking, self-sufficient woman. They will be joined by three other singular 

women who become known as the Packhorse Librarians of Kentucky.  

 

Patchett, Ann                                       FIC Patchett 

The Dutch House  
At the end of the Second World War, Cyril Conroy combines luck and a single 

canny investment to begin an enormous real estate empire, propelling his family 

from poverty to enormous wealth. His first order of business is to buy the Dutch 

House, a lavish estate, outside of Philadelphia. Meant as a surprise for his wife, 

the house sets in motion the undoing of everyone he loves. The story is told by 

Cyril’s son Danny, as he and his older sister, the brilliantly acerbic and self-

assured Maeve, are exiled from the house where they grew up by their 

stepmother. The two wealthy siblings are thrown back into the poverty.  

 

Prescott, Lara     The Secrets We Kept              FIC Prescott  
At the height of the Cold War, two secretaries are pulled out of the typing pool 

at the CIA and given the assignment of a lifetime. Their mission: to smuggle 

Doctor Zhivago out of the USSR, where no one dare publish it, and help 

Pasternak's magnum opus make its way into print around the world. Glamorous 

and sophisticated Sally Forrester is a seasoned spy who has honed her gift for 

deceit all over the world--using her magnetism and charm to pry secrets out of 

powerful men. Irina is a complete novice, and under Sally's tutelage quickly 

learns how to blend in, make drops, and invisibly ferry classified documents. 

 

Quinn, Kate                                         FIC Quinn 

The Huntress 

A historical novel about a battle-haunted English journalist and a Russian 

female bomber pilot who join forces to track the Huntress, a Nazi war criminal 

gone to ground in America. Bold, reckless Nina Markova grows up on the icy 
edge of Soviet Russia, dreaming of flight and fearing nothing. She joins the 

infamous Night Witches, an all-female night bomber regiment wreaking havoc 

on Hitler’s eastern front. But when she is downed behind enemy lines and 

thrown across the path of a lethal Nazi murderess known as the Huntress, Nina 

must use all her wits to survive. 

 

Reid, Taylor Jenkins                             FIC Reid 

Daisy Jones & the Six 

Daisy is a girl coming of age in L.A. in the late sixties, sneaking into clubs on 

the Sunset Strip, sleeping with rock stars, and dreaming of singing at the Whisky 

a Go Go. It’s the rock 'n' roll she loves most.  She’s twenty, her voice is getting 

noticed, and she has the kind of heedless beauty that makes people do crazy 

things. Daisy and The Six cross paths when a producer realizes that is the key to 

their success. 

 

Russo, Richard                                      FIC Russo 

Chances Are 
One beautiful September day, three sixty-six-year-old men convene on Martha's 

Vineyard, friends ever since meeting in college circa the sixties. They couldn't 

have been more different then, or even today--Lincoln's a commercial real estate 

broker, Teddy a tiny-press publisher, and Mickey a musician beyond his rockin' 

age. But each man holds his own secrets, in addition to the monumental mystery 

that none of them has ever stopped puzzling over since a Memorial Day 

weekend right here on the Vineyard in 1971. 

 

Scharer, Whitney                               FIC Scharer                       

The Age of Light  
The story of Vogue model turned renowned photographer Lee Miller, and her 

search to forge a new identity as an artist after a life spent as a muse. 

"I'd rather take a photograph than be one," she declares after she arrives in Paris 

in 1929, where she soon catches the eye of the famous Surrealist Man Ray. 

Though he wants to use her only as a model, Lee convinces him to take her on 

as his assistant and teach her everything he knows. 

 

Willig, Lauren                             FIC Willig 

The Summer Country 
A sweeping, dramatic Victorian epic, set in 1854, of lost love, lies, jealousy, and 

rebellion set in colonial Barbados. Emily Dawson has always been the poor 

cousin in a prosperous merchant clan—merely a vicar’s daughter, and a  

reform-minded vicar’s daughter, at that. Everyone knows that the family’s 

lucrative shipping business will go to her cousin, Adam, one day. But when her 

grandfather dies, Emily receives an unexpected inheiritance: Peverills, a sugar 

plantation in Barbados—a plantation her grandfather never told anyone he 

owned. 
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