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Abe, Frank                                     Graphic 940.5317 ABE 

We hereby refuse: Japanese American Acts of Resistance during 

WWII     Three voices. Three acts of defiance. One mass injustice. 

The story of camp as you’ve never seen it before. Japanese Americans complied 

when evicted from their homes in World War II -- but many refused to submit to 

imprisonment in American concentration camps without a fight. 

 

Atwood, Margaret                                   GRAPHIC FIC ATW 

The Handmaid’s Tale 
Provocative, startling, prophetic, The Handmaid's Tale, has long been a global 

phenomenon. With this stunning graphic novel adaptation of Margaret Atwood's 

modern classic, beautifully realized by artist Renee Nault, the terrifying reality 

of Gilead has been brought to vivid life like never before. 

 

Backderf, Derf                              GRAPHIC 378.771 DER 

Kent State: Four Dead in Ohio 
On May 4, 1970, the Ohio National Guard gunned down unarmed college 

students protesting the Vietnam War at Kent State University. In a deadly 

barrage of 67 shots, 4 students were killed and 9 shot and wounded. It was the 

day America turned guns on its own children—a shocking event burned into our 

national memory. A few days prior, 10-year-old Derf Backderf saw those same 

Guardsmen patrolling his nearby hometown, sent in by the governor to crush a 

trucker strike. He explores the lives of these four young people and the events of 

those four days in May, when the country seemed on the brink of tearing apart.  

 

Bechdel, Alison                              GRAPHIC BIOG Bechdel 

The Secret to Superhuman Strength 
The more Bechdel tries to improve herself through constant exercise, the more 

her self appears to be the thing in her way. She turns for enlightenment to 

Eastern philosophers and literary figures, including Beat writer Jack Kerouac, 

whose search for self-transcendence in the great outdoors appears in moving 

conversation with the author’s own. This gifted artist and not-getting-any-

younger exerciser comes to a soulful conclusion. The secret to superhuman 

strength lies not in six-pack abs, but in something much less clearly defined: 

facing her own non-transcendent but all-important interdependence with others. 

 

Caplan, Bryan                               GRAPHIC 304.82 CAP 

Open Borders: the Science and Ethics 

of Immigration 
Economist Bryan Caplan adds a new, compelling perspective to the immigration 

debate: He argues that opening all borders could eliminate absolute poverty 

worldwide and usher in a booming worldwide economy—greatly benefiting 

humanity. With a clear and conversational tone, exhaustive research, and vibrant 

illustrations by Zach Weinersmith, Open Borders makes the case for 

unrestricted immigration easy to follow and hard to deny. 

 

COVID Chronicles: a Comic Anthology GRAPHIC 614.592 COV 
This graphic novel collects more than sixty such short comics from a diverse set 

of creators, including indie powerhouses, mainstream artists, Ignatz and Eisner 



Award winners, and media cartoonists. In narrative styles ranging from realistic 

to fantastic, they tell stories about adjusting to working from home, 

homeschooling their kids, missing birthdays and weddings, and being afraid just 

to leave the house. They probe the failures of government leaders and the social 

safety net. They dig into the racial bias and systemic inequities that this 

pandemic helped bring to light. We see what it's like to get the virus and live to 

tell about it, or to stand by helplessly as a loved one passes. At times 

heartbreaking and at others hopeful and humorous, these comics express the 

anger, anxiety, fear, and bewilderment we feel in the era of COVID-19. 

 

Espe                                                   GRAPHIC FIC ESP 

The Parakeet 
The Parakeet is the story of a boy whose only refuge from life's harsh realities 

lies in his imagination. In his eyes, we see the confusion and heartache he feels 

as he watches his mother's illness worsen and the treatments fail. Through his 

eyes, we see how mental illness can both tear families apart and reaffirm the 

bonds of love. Poignant yet playful, The Parakeet follows Bastien's struggle to 

accept the mother he has while wishing for the mother he needs. 

 

Fies, Brian                                           GRAPHIC 363.379 FIE 

A Fire Story 
Early morning on Monday, October 9, 2017, wildfires burned through Northern 

California, resulting in 44 fatalities. In addition, 6,200 homes and 8,900 

structures and were destroyed. Author Brian Fies’s firsthand account of this 

tragic event is an honest, unflinching depiction of his personal experiences, 

including losing his house and every possession he and his wife had that didn’t 

fit into the back of their car. 

 

Jennings, John & Okorafor, Nnedi            GRAPHIC FIC JEN 

After the Rain  
A graphic novel adaptation of Nnedi Okorafor’s short story “On the Road.” The 

drama takes place in a small Nigerian town during a violent and unexpected 

storm. A Nigerian-American woman named Chioma answers a knock at her 

door and is horrified to see a boy with a severe head wound standing at her 

doorstep. He reaches for her, and his touch burns like fire. Something is very 

wrong. Haunted and hunted, Chioma must embrace her heritage in order to 

survive.  

 

Klengel, Katja                                      GRAPHIC BIOG Klengel                                    

Girlsplaining 
Do we really have to be ashamed of our body hair? Why do gender roles in 

children’s toys seem stuck in the 50s? In seven chapters, cartoonist Katja 

Klengel tackles the subjects that have shaped her life: from body shaming to the 

exploration of female sexuality, from the representation of women in the media, 

and the social pressure on women who have not yet started a family. With a 

sense of humor, an open heart, and an unsparing candor, Klengel draws 

inspiration from her own life as she examines what being a woman today means 

to her (and really, a whole lot of us!). 

 

Narcisse, Evan                                       GRAPHIC FIC BLA                                    

Rise of the Black Panther   
Young T'Challa knows he is destined to become king, but when his father is 

brutally murdered by outsiders, he'll find himself taking up a mantle he may not 

be ready for. Journalist Evan Narcisse makes his comics debut alongside 

acclaimed writer Ta-Nehisi Coates as they chronicle T'Challa's rise to the throne 

and to the Panther legacy that made him an Avenger.  

 

North, Ryan                                             Graphic FIC RYA 

Slaughterhouse-Five 
Kurt Vonnegut’s classic, graphically represented. Check it out! 

 

Singelin, Guillaume                               GRAPHIC FIC SIN 

PTSD  
After returning home from an unpopular war, Jun becomes an outsider in an 

indifferent world. Alone, desperate, and suffering from wounds both mental and 

physical, she seeks relief in the illicit drugs she manages to purchase or steal. 

Jun’s tough exterior served her well in combat, but she’ll need to nurture her 

vulnerability and humanity to survive at home. With the support of her fellow 

vets, the kindness of a stranger who refuses to turn away, and the 

companionship of a dog named Red, Jun learns to navigate the psychological 

trauma that she experienced in the war.  

 

Takei, George                                       GRAPHIC BIOG Takei 

They Call Us Enemy 
Long before George Takei braved new frontiers in Star Trek, he woke up as a 

four-year-old boy to find his own birth country at war with his father's -- and 

their entire family forced from their home into an uncertain future. In 1942, at 

the order of President Franklin D. Roosevelt, every person of Japanese descent 

on the west coast was rounded up and shipped to one of ten "relocation centers," 

hundreds or thousands of miles from home, where they would be held for years 

under armed guard. This firsthand account of those years behind barbed wire, 
the joys and terrors of growing up under legalized racism, his mother's hard 
choices, his father's faith in democracy, and the way those experiences 
planted the seeds for his astonishing future. 
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