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Brodesser-Akner, Taffy                  FIC Brodesser-Akner 
Fleishman is Trouble  
Toby's new life--liver specialist by day, kids every other weekend, rabid 

somewhat anonymous sex at night--is interrupted when his ex-wife suddenly 

disappears. Either on a vision quest or a nervous breakdown, Toby doesn't 

know--she won't answer his texts or calls. As he desperately searches for her 

while juggling his job and parenting their two unraveling children, Toby is 

forced to reckon with the real reasons his marriage fell apart, and to ask if the 

story he has been telling himself all this time is true. 

 

Carty-Williams, Candice       FIC Carty-Williams 
Queenie    
Queenie Jenkins is a 25-year-old Jamaican British woman living in London, 

straddling two cultures and slotting neatly into neither. She works at a national 

newspaper, where she’s constantly forced to compare herself to her white 

middle class peers. After a messy break up from her long-term white boyfriend, 

Queenie seeks comfort in all the wrong places…including several hazardous 

men who do a good job of occupying brain space and a bad job of affirming 

self-worth. 

 

Dennis-Benn, Nicole                           FIC Dennis-Benn 

Patsy              
Patsy gives voice to a woman who looks to America for the opportunity to 

choose herself first―not to give a better life to her family back home. Patsy 

leaves Tru, her daughter,  behind in a defiant act of self-preservation, hoping for 

a new start where she can be, and love, whomever she wants. But when Patsy 

arrives in Brooklyn, America is not as her friend Cicely’s treasured letters 

described; to survive as an undocumented immigrant, she is forced to work as a 

bathroom attendant and nanny. Meanwhile, Tru builds a faltering relationship 

with her father back in Jamaica, grappling with her own questions of identity 

and sexuality, and trying desperately to empathize with her mother’s decision. 

 

Holmes, Linda                                    FIC Holmes 

Evvie Drake Starts Over   
In a small town in Maine, recently widowed Eveleth "Evvie" Drake rarely leaves 

her house. Everyone in town, including her best friend, Andy, thinks grief keeps 

her locked inside, and she doesn't correct them. In New York, Dean Tenney, 

former major-league pitcher and Andy's childhood friend, is struggling with a 

case of the "yips": he can't throw straight anymore, and he can't figure out why. 

An invitation from Andy to stay in Maine for a few months seems like the 

perfect chance to hit the reset button. When Dean moves into an apartment at the 

back of Evvie's house, the two make a deal: Dean won't ask about Evvie's late 

husband, and Evvie won't ask about Dean's baseball career. 



   

Michaelides, Alex   The Silent Patient   
Alicia Berenson’s life is seemingly perfect. A famous painter married to an in-

demand fashion photographer, she lives in a grand house with big windows 

overlooking a park in one of London’s most desirable areas. One evening her 

husband Gabriel returns home late from a fashion shoot, and Alicia shoots him 

five times in the face, and then never speaks another word. Alicia’s refusal to 

talk turns a domestic tragedy into something far grander, a mystery that captures 

the public imagination and casts Alicia into notoriety 

 

Penny, Louise                             FIC MYS Penny 

A Better Man 

It's Gamache's first day back as head of the homicide department, a job he 

temporarily shares with his previous second-in-command, Jean-Guy Beauvoir. 

Flood waters are rising across the province. In the middle of the turmoil a father 

approaches Gamache, pleading for help in finding his daughter. As crisis piles 

upon crisis, Gamache tries to hold off the encroaching chaos, and realizes the 

search for Vivienne Godin should be abandoned. But with a daughter of his 

own, he finds himself developing a profound, and perhaps unwise, empathy for 

her distraught father.      

 

Richardson, Kim                             FIC Richardson 

The Book Woman of Troublesome Creek 
In 1936, tucked deep into the woods of Troublesome Creek, KY, lives  

blue-skinned 19-year-old Cussy Carter, the last living female of the rare Blue 

People ancestry. The lonely young Appalachian woman joins the historical Pack 

Horse Library Project of Kentucky and becomes a librarian, riding across 

slippery creek beds and up treacherous mountains on her faithful mule to deliver 

books and other reading material to the impoverished hill people of Eastern 

Kentucky. Cussy confronts those suspicious of her damselfly-blue. 

 

Schine, Cathleen                               FIC Schine                        

The Grammarians  
Cathleen Schine has written a playful and joyful celebration of the interplay of 

language and life. A dazzling comedy of sisterly and linguistic manners, a 

revelation of the delights and stresses of intimacy. Laurel and Daphne Wolfe, 

identical, inseparable redheaded twins share an obsession with words. They 

speak a secret “twin” tongue of their own as toddlers; as adults making their way 

in 1980s Manhattan, their verbal infatuation continues, but this love, which has 

always bound them together, begins instead to push them apart. Their fraying 

twin-ship finally shreds completely when the sisters go to war, absurdly but 

passionately, over custody of their most prized family heirloom, a dictionary. 

    

                          

FIC Michaelides Stradal, J. Ryan 

The Lager Queen of Minnesota       FIC Stradal 
A novel of family, Midwestern values, hard work, fate and the secrets of making 

a world-class beer. Two sisters, one farm. A family is split when their father 

leaves their shared inheritance entirely to Helen, his younger daughter. Despite 

baking award-winning pies at the local nursing home, her older sister, Edith, 

struggles to make what most people would call a living. So she can't help 

wondering what her life would have been like with even a portion of the farm 

money her sister kept for herself. 

 

Weiner, Jennifer                             FIC Weiner 

Mrs. Everything 
Growing up in 1950s Detroit, they live in a perfect “Dick and Jane” house, 

where Jo & Bethie’s roles in the family are clearly defined. Jo is the tomboy, the 

bookish rebel with a passion to make the world more fair; Bethie is the pretty, 

feminine good girl. But the truth ends up looking different from what the girls 

imagined as Jo and Bethie survive traumas and tragedies.  Their lives unfold 

against the background of free love and Vietnam, Woodstock and women’s lib; 

Bethie becomes an adventure-loving wild child who dives headlong into the 

counterculture, while Jo becomes a proper young mother in Connecticut, a 

witness to the changing world instead of a participant. 

 

Whitehead, Colson                         FIC Whitehead 

Nickel Boys 
Colson Whitehead brilliantly dramatizes another strand of American history 

through the story of two boys sentenced to a hellish reform school in Jim  

Crow-era Florida. The Nickel Academy is a grotesque chamber of horrors, 

where the sadistic staff beats and sexually abuses the students, corrupt officials 

and locals steal food and supplies, and any boy who resists is likely to disappear 

"out back."  Based on the real story of a reform school in Florida that operated 

for one hundred and eleven years and warped the lives of thousands of children, 

The Nickel Boys is a devastating, driven narrative. 

 

Wilkinson, Lauren                            FIC Wilkinson 

American Spy 
It's 1986, the heart of the Cold War, and Marie Mitchell is an intelligence officer 

with the FBI. She's brilliant but she's also a young black woman working in an 

old boys' club, and her career has stalled out; she's overlooked for every high 

profile squad, and her days are filled with monotonous paperwork. So when 

she's given the opportunity to join a shadowy task force aimed at undermining 

Thomas Sankara, the charismatic, revolutionary president of Burkina Faso, 

whose Communist ideology has made him a target for American intervention, 

she says yes. 
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