
From: Janet Nocek, Library Director, Portland Library 

Date: June 15, 2020 

Re: Re-opening status 

Portland Library will look new and will function in a new and different way when 

we open the doors. A date for opening the facility is currently under consideration 

Before we can open to the public, many arrangements will be made to ensure that 

the staff and you the patron, are safe and as comfortable as possible when visiting 

the library. The Board of Selectmen, the Library Director and other Town 

departments are planning on how to offer increased services and eventually open 

the doors. In addition to following the State guidelines, we are striving to coordinate 

with our neighboring libraries and we are consulting with the Chatham Health 

District Director. Many of us have attended virtual training and meetings to learn 

and plan for prevention of the spread of COVID 19.  Phase 2 will involve a new 

schedule of operating hours; appropriate protocols and physical arrangements will 

be in place to support social distancing and increased cleaning and sanitizing. 

Although we cannot yet show off our improvements, I am pleased to report that the 

Library interior update is nearly complete. However, computers are being arranged 

for the best distancing possible, plexi-shields will be installed, and many pieces of 

new furniture for study and browsing will arrive in mid-July; orders were delayed 

due to shut-downs. 

To find updates on library services, please call the library at 860-342-6770 or visit 

the library website at www.portlandlibraryct.org  We thank you for your patience 

and support and send a special thank you to Friends of the Library, the Board of 

Selectmen,  the Library Board, the Public Works Department, and the Town 

Technology Department, for their support that enables many service offerings now 

and in the future. 

We look forward to welcoming you to a new library. We will be smiling behind our 

masks! 

 


