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Boyer, Anne                                      BIOG Boyer 
The Undying: Pain, Vulnerability, Mortality, Medicine, Art     
Award-winning poet and essayist Anne Boyer delivers a one-of-a-kind 

meditation on illness in the age of data—sharing her true story of coping with 

cancer, both the illness and the industry.  A week after her forty-first birthday, 

the acclaimed poet Anne Boyer was diagnosed with highly aggressive  

triple-negative breast cancer. For a single mother living paycheck to paycheck 

who had always been the caregiver, the catastrophic illness was both a crisis and 

an initiation into new ideas about mortality and the gendered politics of illness. 

 

Cep, Casey                                           364.15232 CEP 

Furious Hours: Murder, Fraud & the Last Trial of Harper Lee 
The stunning story of an Alabama serial killer and the true-crime book that 

Harper Lee worked on obsessively in the years after To Kill a Mockingbird. 

Reverend Willie Maxwell was a rural preacher accused of murdering five of his 

family members for insurance money in the 1970s. With the help of a savvy 

lawyer, he escaped justice for years until a relative shot him dead at the funeral 

of his last victim. Despite hundreds of witnesses, Maxwell’s murderer was 

acquitted–thanks to the same attorney who had previously defended the 

Reverend. 

 

Gates, Melinda                                     305.42 Gates 

The Moment of Lift: how Empowering  

Women Changes the World 
For the last twenty years, Melinda Gates has been on a mission. Her goal, as co-

chair of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, has been to find solutions for 

people with the most urgent needs, wherever they live. Throughout this journey, 

one thing has become increasingly clear to her: If you want to lift a society up, 

invest in women. In this candid and inspiring book, Gates traces her awakening 

to the link between women's empowerment and the health of societies.  

     

Higginbotham, Adam                           363.1799 HIG 

Midnight in Chernobyl: the Untold Story  

of the World’s Greatest Nuclear Disaster   
The definitive, dramatic untold story of the Chernobyl nuclear power plant 

disaster, based on original reporting and new archival research. April 25, 1986, 

in Chernobyl, was a turning point in world history. The disaster not only 

changed the world’s perception of nuclear power and the science that spawned 

it, but also our understanding of the planet’s delicate ecology. With the images 

of the abandoned homes and playgrounds beyond the wire and farmland lashed 

with black rain, the event fixed for all time the notion of radiation as an invisible 

killer. 

 



 

Keefe, Patrick                                        941.6 KEE 

Say Nothing: a True Story of Murder  

& Memory in Northern Ireland 
In December 1972, Jean McConville, a thirty-eight-year-old mother of ten, was 

dragged from her Belfast home by masked intruders, her children clinging to her 

legs. They never saw her again. Her abduction was one of the most notorious 

episodes of the vicious conflict known as The Troubles. Everyone in the 

neighborhood knew the I.R.A. was responsible, but in a climate of fear and 

paranoia, no one would speak of it. In 2003, five years after an accord brought 

an uneasy peace to Northern Ireland, a set of human bones was discovered on a 

beach. McConville's children knew it was their mother when they were told a 

blue safety pin was attached to the dress--with so many kids, she had always 

kept it handy for diapers or ripped clothes. 

 

Kendi, Ibram                                          305.8 KEN                        

How to be an Antiracist  
Kendi weaves together an electrifying combination of ethics, history, law, and 

science, bringing it all together with an engaging personal narrative of his own 

awakening to antiracism. How to Be an Antiracist is an essential work for 

anyone who wants to go beyond an awareness of racism to the next step: 

contributing to the formation of a truly just and equitable society.  

     

Land, Stephanie                                  BIOG Land 

Maid: Hard Work, Low Pay & 

A Mother’s Will to Survive        
While the gap between upper middle-class Americans and the working poor 

widens, grueling low-wage domestic and service work--primarily done by 

women--fuels the economic success of the wealthy. Stephanie Land worked for 

years as a maid, pulling long hours while struggling as a single mom to keep a 

roof over her daughter's head. In this book, Land reveals the dark truth of what it 

takes to survive and thrive in today's inequitable society. 

 

Locke, Tembi                                      BIOG Locke 

From Scratch: a Memoir of Love, 

 Sicily & Finding Home 
It was love at first sight when Tembi met professional chef, Saro, on a street in 

Florence. There was just one problem: Saro’s traditional Sicilian family did not 

approve of him marrying a black American woman, an actress no less. However, 

the couple, heartbroken but undeterred, forges on. They build a happy life in Los 

Angeles, with fulfilling careers, deep friendships and the love of their lives: a 

baby girl they adopt at birth. Eventually, they reconcile with Saro’s family just 

as he faces a formidable cancer that will consume all their dreams. 

 

Miller, Chanel                                     364.1532 MIL 

Know My Name: a Memoir 
She was known to the world as Emily Doe when she stunned millions with a 

letter. Brock Turner had been sentenced to just six months in county jail after he 

was found sexually assaulting her on Stanford’s campus. Her victim impact 

statement was posted on BuzzFeed, where it instantly went viral–viewed by 

eleven million people within four days, translated globally and read on the floor 

of Congress; it inspired changes in California law and the recall of the judge in 

the case. Thousands wrote to say that she had given them the courage to share 

their own experiences of assault for the first time. 

 

Packer, George                                    BIOG Holbrooke 

Our Man: Richard Holbrooke &  

the End of the American Century  
From his days as a young adviser in Vietnam to his last efforts to end the war in 

Afghanistan, Holbrooke embodied the postwar American impulse to take the 

lead on the global stage. But his sharp elbows and tireless self-promotion 

ensured that he never rose to the highest levels in government that he so 

desperately coveted. His story is thus the story of America during its era of 

supremacy: its strength, drive, and sense of possibility, as well as its penchant 

for overreach and heedless self-confidence. 

 

Prior-Palmer, Lara                             BIOG Prior-Palmer 

Rough Magic: Riding the World’s  

Loneliest Horse Race 
At the age of nineteen, Lara Prior-Palmer discovered a website devoted to “the 

world’s longest, toughest horse race”—an annual competition of endurance and 

skill that involves dozens of riders racing a series of twenty-five wild ponies 

across 1,000 kilometers of Mongolian grassland. On a whim, she decided to 

enter the race. As she boarded a plane to East Asia, she was utterly unprepared 

for what awaited her. 

 

Reichl, Ruth                                         BIOG Reichl 

Save Me the Plums: my Gourmet Memoir  
Trailblazing food writer and beloved restaurant critic Ruth Reichl took the job 

(and the risk) of a lifetime when she entered the glamorous, high-stakes world of 

magazine publishing. Now, for the first time, she chronicles her groundbreaking 

tenure as editor in chief of Gourmet, during which she spearheaded a revolution 

in the way we think about food. 
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