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Barry, Kevin. That Old Country Music: Stories                                          

                                                             FIC Barry 
All of Barry’s prodigious gifts of language, character, and setting in these eleven 

exquisite stories transport the reader to an Ireland both timeless and recognizably 

modern. Shot through with dark humor and the uncanny power of the primal and 

unchanging Irish landscape represent some of the finest fiction being written 

today. 

 

Brockmeier, Kevin. The Ghost Variations:  

One Hundred Stories                       FIC Brockmeier 
Ghost stories tap into our most primal emotions as they encourage us to confront 

the timeless question: What comes after death? Here, in tales that are by turn 

scary, funny, philosophic, and touching, that question is sharpened, split, 

reconsidered – and met with a multitude of answers.    

Chen, Te-Ping.  Land of Big Numbers           FIC Chen 
Cutting between clear-eyed realism and tongue-in-cheek magical realism, Chen’s 

stories coalesce into a portrait of a people striving for openings where mobility is 

limited. Twins take radically different paths: one becomes a professional gamer, 

the other a political activist. A woman moves to the city to work at a government 

call center and is followed by her violent ex-boyfriend. A man is swept into the 

high-risk, high-reward temptations of China’s volatile stock exchange. And a 

group of people sit, trapped for no reason, on a subway platform for months, 

waiting for official permission to leave. With acute social insight, Chen layers 

years of experience reporting on the ground in China with incantatory prose in this 

taut, surprising debut, proving herself both a remarkable cultural critic and an 

astonishingly accomplished new literary voice. 

 

Cho, Zen.  Spirits Abroad & Other Stories   FIC Cho 
Nineteen sparkling stories that weave between the lands of the living and the lands 

of the dead, an expanded edition of Zen Cho’s Crawford Award winning debut 

collection with nine added stories including Hugo Award winner “If at First You 

Don't Succeed, Try, Try Again.”  

 

Enriquez, Mariana. The Dangers of Smoking in Bed: 

Stories                                                FIC Enriquez 
Mariana Enriquez has been critically lauded for her unconventional and 

sociopolitical stories of the macabre. Populated by unruly teenagers, crooked 

witches, homeless ghosts, and hungry women, they walk the uneasy line between 

urban realism and horror. The stories in her new collection are as terrifying as 

they are socially conscious, and press into being the unspoken—fetish, illness, the 

female body, the darkness of human history—with bracing urgency. 

 

Evans, Danielle. The Office of Historical Corrections                                                                    

                                                               FIC Evans 
Danielle Evans is widely acclaimed for her blisteringly smart voice and X-ray 

insights into complex human relationships.  Evans zooms in on particular 

moments and relationships in her characters’ lives in a way that allows them to 

speak to larger issues of race, culture, and history. She introduces us to Black and 

multiracial characters who are experiencing the universal confusions of lust and 

love, and getting walloped by grief—all while exploring how history haunts us, 

personally and collectively. Ultimately, she provokes us to think about the truths 

of American history. 

 

Murakami, Haruki. The First Person Singular: Stories                                        

                                                             FIC Marakami 
The eight stories in this new book are all told in the first person by a classic 

Murakami narrator. From memories of youth, meditations on music, and an ardent  

love of baseball, to dreamlike scenarios and invented jazz albums, together these.    



stories challenge the boundaries between our minds and the exterior world. 

Occasionally, a narrator may or may not be Murakami himself. Is it memoir or 

fiction? The reader decides. 

                                                  

McCracken, Elizabeth. The Souvenir Museum: Stories                                                                        

                                                          FIC McCracken 
McCracken traces how our closely held desires—for intimacy, atonement, 

comfort—bloom and wither against the indifferent passing of time. Her characters 

embark on journeys that leave them indelibly changed—and so do her readers. 

In these stories, the mysterious bonds of family are tested, transformed, fractured, 

and fortified. 

 

Moniz, Dantiel.  Milk Blood Heat: Stories  

                                                              FIC Moniz 
These stories depict the sultry lives of Floridians in intergenerational tales that 

contemplate human connection, race, womanhood, inheritance, and the elemental 

darkness in us all. Set among the cities and suburbs of Florida, each story delves 

into the ordinary worlds of young girls, women, and men who find themselves 

confronted by extraordinary moments of violent personal reckoning. 

 

Mosley, Walter.  The Awkward Black Man  

                                                              FIC Mosley 

Mosley presents distinct characters as they struggle to move through the 

world in each of these stories―heroes who are awkward, nerdy, self-

defeating, self-involved, and, on the whole, odd. He overturns the 

stereotypes that corral black male characters and paints a subtle, powerful 

portrait of each of these unique individuals. 

 

Soileau, Stephanie. Last One Out Shut Off the Lights: 

Stories                                                        FIC Soileau 
An evocative portrait of the last-chance towns of southwest Louisiana, where oil 

development, industrial pollution, dying wetlands, and the ever-present threat of 

devastating hurricanes have eroded their inhabitants' sense of home. These eleven 

piercing stories feature indelible characters struggling to find a foothold in a world 

that is forever washing out from under them, people who must reckon with their 

ambivalence about belonging to a place so continually in flux. 

 

Spyra, Jen.  Big Time: Stories                    FIC Spyra             
The debut collection of raucous, dark, strange, satirical stories from the former 

Late Show with Stephen Colbert writer and New Yorker contributor, featuring a 

foreword by Stephen Colbert. A bride so desperate to get in shape for her wedding 

that she enrolls in a new kind of workout program that promises the moon but  

 

costs more than she bargained for. And in the title story, a time-hopping 1940s 

starlet tries to claw her way to the top in modern-day Hollywood, despite being 

ridiculously unwoke. 

Suzuki, Izumi. Terminal Boredom: Stories               

                                                                 FIC Suzuki 
At turns nonchalantly hip and charmingly deranged, Suzuki's singular slant on 

speculative fiction would be echoed in countless later works, from Margaret 

Atwood and Harumi Murakami, to Black Mirror and Ex Machina. In these darkly 

playful and punky stories, the fantastical elements are always earthed by the 

universal pettiness of strife between the sexes, and the gritty reality of life on the 

lower rungs, whatever planet that ladder might be on. 

 

Taylor, Brandon. Filthy Animals               FIC Taylor 
Psychologically taut and quietly devastating, these stories are a tender portrait of 

the fierce longing for intimacy, the lingering presence of pain, and the desire for 

love in a world that seems, more often than not, to withhold it. 

                                                                                

Martin, George R. R., editor. Deuces Down         

                                                                 FIC SCIFI Deu 
A revised collection of classic Wild Cards stories, the spotlight is on the most 

unusual of them all—the Deuces, people with minor superpowers. But their 

impact on the world should not be underestimated, as we see how they’ve affected 

the course of Wild Cards’ alternate history. This collection also features exclusive 

art to accompany these stories. 

 

Freeman, John, editor. The Penguin Book of the Modern 

American Short Story                             813.0108 Pen 

This rich anthology begins in 1970 and brings together a half century of powerful 

American short stories from all genres, including—for the first time in a collection 

of this scale—science fiction, horror, and fantasy, placing writers such as Ursula 

K. Le Guin, Ken Liu, and Stephen King next to some beloved greats of the literary 

form: Raymond Carver, Grace Paley, Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, and Denis 

Johnson. Culling widely, John Freeman brings forward some astonishing work to 

be regarded in a new light. Often overlooked tales by Dorothy Allison, Percival 

Everett, and Charles Johnson will recast the shape and texture of today’s enlarging 

atmosphere of literary dialogue. This book will be a treasure trove for readers, 

writers, and teachers alike. 
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