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Bryce, Denny                                                  FIC Bryce 

Wild Women & the Blues  
1925: Chicago is the jazz capital of the world, and the Dreamland Café is the 

ritziest black-and-tan club in town. Honoree Dalcour is a sharecropper’s 

daughter, willing to work hard and dance every night on her way to the top. 

Dreamland offers a path to the good life, socializing with celebrities like Louis 

Armstrong and filmmaker Oscar Micheaux. But Chicago is also awash in 

bootleg whiskey, gambling, and gangsters. And a young woman driven by 

ambition might risk more than she can stand to lose. 

 

Chiaverini, Jennifer                                 FIC Chiaverini 
The Women’s March: a Novel of the 1913 Woman Suffrage 

March 
Three courageous women who bravely risked their lives and liberty in the fight 

to win the vote: Alice Paul returns to her native New Jersey after several years 

on the front lines of the suffrage movement in Great Britain. Maud Malone, 

librarian and advocate for women’s and workers’ rights and the daughter of Irish 

immigrants, Maud has acquired a reputation—and a criminal record—for 

interrupting politicians’ speeches with pointed questions they’d rather ignore. 

Civil rights activist and journalist Ida B. Wells-Barnett resolves that women of 

color must also be included in the march—and the proposed amendment. Born 

into slavery in Mississippi, Ida worries that white suffragists may exclude Black 

women if it serves their own interests. 

 

Cleeton, Chanel                                            FIC Cleeton 
The Most Beautiful Girl in Cuba 
A new novel inspired by real-life events and the true story of a legendary Cuban 

woman—Evangelina Cisneros—who changed the course of history. Unjustly 

imprisoned in a notorious Havana women's jail, eighteen-year-old Evangelina 

dreams of a Cuba free from Spanish oppression. When newspaper tycoon Hearst 

learns of her plight and splashes her image on the front page of his paper, 

proclaiming her, "The Most Beautiful Girl in Cuba," she becomes a rallying cry 

for American intervention in the battle for Cuban independence.   

 

Greenidge, Kaitlyn                              FIC Greenidge  

Libertie 
Coming of age in a free Black community in Reconstruction-era Brooklyn, 

Libertie Sampson is all too aware that her mother, a practicing physician, has a 

vision for their future together: Libertie is to go to medical school and practice 

alongside her. But Libertie, drawn more to music than science, feels stifled by 

her mother’s choices and is hungry for something else—is there really only one 

way to have an autonomous life? And she is constantly reminded that, unlike her 

light-skinned mother, Libertie will not be able to pass for white. When a young 

man from Haiti proposes to Libertie and promises she will be his equal on the 

island, she accepts, only to discover that she is still subordinate to him.  



Jenoff, Pam                                           FIC Jenoff 

The Woman with the Blue Star         
1942. Sadie Gault is eighteen and living with her parents in the Kraków Ghetto    

during World War II. When the Nazis liquidate the ghetto, Sadie and her 

pregnant mother are forced to seek refuge in the perilous tunnels beneath the 

city. One day Sadie looks up through a grate and sees a girl about her own age 

buying flowers. Ella Stepanek is an affluent Polish girl living a life of relative 

ease with her stepmother, who has developed close alliances with the occupying 

Germans. While on an errand in the market, she catches a glimpse of something 

moving beneath a grate in the street. Upon closer inspection, she realizes it’s a 

girl hiding. 

 

Jones, Robert                                         FIC Jones 

The Prophets 

A singular and stunning debut novel about the forbidden union between two 

enslaved young men on a Deep South plantation, the refuge they find in each 

other, and a betrayal that threatens their existence. 

 

Martin, Madeline                                          FIC Martin 

The Last Bookshop in London: a novel of World War II 

August 1939: London prepares for war as Hitler’s forces sweep across Europe. 

Grace Bennett has always dreamed of moving to the city, but the bunkers and 

blackout curtains that she finds on her arrival were not what she expected. And 

she certainly never imagined she’d wind up working at Primrose Hill, a dusty 

old bookshop nestled in the heart of London. Through blackouts and air raids as 

the Blitz intensifies, Grace discovers the power of storytelling to unite her 

community in ways she never dreamed—a force that triumphs over even the 

darkest nights of the war. 

 

Quinn, Kate                                              FIC Quinn 

The Rose Code 
World War II story of three female code breakers at Bletchley Park and the spy 

they must root out after the war is over. Three very different women answer the 

call to mysterious country estate Bletchley Park, where the best minds in Britain 

train to break German military codes and must reunite in 1947 to crack one last 

code together. 

 

Rimmer, Kelly  The Warsaw Orphan     Fic Rimmer 
In the spring of 1942, young Elzbieta Rabinek is aware of the swiftly growing 

discord just beyond the courtyard of her comfortable Warsaw home. She has no 

fondness for the Germans who patrol her streets and impose their curfews, but 

has never given much thought to what goes on behind the walls that contain her 

Jewish neighbors. She knows all too well about German brutality--and that it's 

the reason she must conceal her true identity. But in befriending Sara, a nurse  

who shares her apartment floor, Elzbieta makes a discovery that propels her into 

a dangerous world of deception and heroism. 

 

Robson, Jennifer    Our Darkest Night: a Novel of Italy and the 

Second World War                                                FIC Robson  
It is the autumn of 1943, and life is becoming increasingly perilous for Italian 

Jews like the Mazin family. With Nazi Germany now occupying most of her 

beloved homeland, and the threat of imprisonment and deportation growing ever 

more certain, Nina Mazin has but one hope to survive—she must leave Venice 

and her beloved parents and hide in the countryside with a man she has only just 

met. 

 

Whitehead, Colson                               FIC Whitehead                       

Harlem Shuffle  
Ray Carney’s ne’erdo-well cousin, Freddie, who’s been luring Ray into hot 

water since childhood regularly brings Ray the odd piece of jewelry, provenance 

unknown, which Ray peddles to a dealer downtown, building a stake to invest in 

his business. It works until Freddie suggests Ray as a fence for a jewel heist at 

the Hotel Theresa (‘the Waldorf of Harlem’), and suddenly the activity produces 

a potentially disastrous backwash in this ingenious story playing out in New 

York City of the early 1960s. It’s a family saga masquerading as a crime novel, 

a hilarious morality play, a social novel about race and power, &  ultimately a 

love letter to Harlem.  

 

Walton, Dawnie                                        FIC Walton                      

The Final Revival of Opal and Nev  
Opal is a fiercely independent young woman pushing against the grain in her 

style and attitude, Afro-punk before that term existed. Coming of age in Detroit, 

Opal believes she can be a star. So when the aspiring British singer/songwriter 

Neville Charles discovers her at a bar’s amateur night, she takes him up on his 

offer to make rock music together for the fledgling Rivington Records. 

In early 1970s New York City, just as she’s finding her niche as part of a 

flamboyant and funky creative scene, a rival band signed to her label brandishes 

a Confederate flag at a promotional concert. Opal’s bold protest and the violence 

that ensues set off a chain of events that are a deadly reminder that repercussions 

are always harsher for women, especially black women, who dare to speak their 

truth. 

 

Willig, Lauren                             FIC Willig 

Band of Sisters A group of young women from Smith College risk their lives 

in France at the height of World War I in this sweeping novel based on a true 

story of American heroines. 
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